
CONProENTIAL. 


For official nso only. 


I. 

Bcport ou the Meeting ol the Health Committee, League oi Nations, held in Paris 

on 18th May, 1888. 

1. Professor Pnrisot, President- of tho Ile.iltli Committee, in his introduc- 
tory rcmiii’ks referred to tho absence of Dr. Madsen, Vice-President, and 
vclcnmed the Ivouinaiiian <lel«gate, Professor Ballennu. He reported that 
the Council of the Loagne had accepted the proposal for strengthening tho 
Health Committee by the ajjpointment of Associate Members, lljesc will bo 
found on Appendix II [C. If. 1259 (2)]. Dr. Johan of Hungary 1ms been 
appointed n full member. 

The Agenda for tho meeting is given in Appendix I (C. H. 1829). 

I 2. Tho President laid before the meeting the Ag.-nda for the Annual 
Assmibly of the General Advisory Council of the Health Committee to bo held 
ou 19th and 20th May (Appendix III). This wu.s adopted without change. 

3. The minutes of the previous mooting of the Health Committee held on 
Pebruaiy 7th-9th, 1938 (Aj'pendix IV) were adopted. This is a new procedure, 
but Is one wiiich is to bo continued in future and with advantage. 

'i. Current Work : — 

(flf) The Prc.siilent and tho Director of the Health Organisation gave a 
resume of the work of the '* Preparatory Committee of tho Phiropean Conference, 
oa Rural Life ”, Appendix V (C. 161. 1938. II. IJ]. It is hoped to collect data' 
from 12 European countries on the subjects detailed on page 9 of this doeuinent. 
Some of these only will be dealt with by the Health Organis.ation, but tho 
prcijcct. .seems to lie an enormous one nnd,Ji great dofil will have to be done, 
before October, 1938, if the material is to W ready in time for tlie Conferenro 
in 1939. Tho report was adopted after some dLocu-ssion, in whieh it was pointed 
out that the field was almost too extensive. 

(b) Anti-epubmic vorh in China.— Tlvs report f.Ajipeiidij: VT— -C. H. 1333 
(])] gives a brief dc.serip1ion of the work done and being done by the Epidemic 
Commission in Chinn. Dr. Horcic was present ami, with the assistance of 
maps and photographs, gave a very interesting tle-'^cription of the fine, worlCv 
bo‘ g carried out by the three units working in diJTerent pnrbs of Chiim. There 
bn I bcou practically bo cholera, .but smallpox occurred at. different centres. 
Typhui fever was not common, t hough ^tlicrc were millions of lefngre.s, jAfy 
experience in India enabled me to approerafe the ffifiieultie.s of oimuiLsing anti- 
epidemic worj: in a va.st country like Cliin.sand it .scorned to me that the money 
sanctioned bylhc League, for this work wis being well spent. Dr. llujohmau 
informed me that they had found it wn.s jii'ich cheaper to manufacture cholera 
vaccine on the spot ; this, apropm of an enjuiry wliieh had been made from the 
Singapore Bureau as to tlio pos-sihility of jetting bnpplie.s of the vaccine from 
India. ’ 
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(c) CoUahoration with the Belgian Sanitary Administration . — Tlic notes 
given on pages 2 and 3 of the Agenda explain the position and the subject was 
passed without comment. 

6. Financial Questions : — 

(o) Draft Budget for 1939 . — (Appendix VII). The three paragraphs on 
page 1 give details of the more important points. These are self-explanatory 
and although there was a considerable amount of discussion on the grant to the 
International Leprosy Centre at Rio de Janeiro and some comment on the 
expenditure on Biological Standardisation work, the items were eventually 
accepted. 

(6) Utilisation of funds allotted for 1938 . — The documents (Appendix ‘Nnil 
— C. H. 1332) were closely examined and different items were made the subject 
of questions. The Director of the Health Organisation and his Secretary 
explained the figures set out in the four Tables attached, after which the report 
and statements were adopted. 

6. Miscellaneous — 

(a) I had forwarded to the Director of the Health Organisation a letter 
on the question of the ficequcncy of the meetings of the Health Committee 
[Appendix IX — C. H. 1329 (a)] and asked him to place the matter on the 
Agenda. I explained the difficulty the delegates from countries far distant 
from Geneva had in appearing at meetings held 3 or 4 times a year and said 
I believed the work could be done with two full meetings a year. This would 
also reduce the cost to the League in respect of travelling allowances. I was 
supported by General Gumming, U. S. A. and by Dr. Jitta, President of the 
Office International d’Hygiene Publique. Dr. Rajclunan stressed the necessity 
for elasticity in fixing meetings and reminded the Committee that the reugla- 
tions contemplate the possibility of delegates sending substitutes. He also 
said the work might demaud lurgcnt unforeseen meetings, when I drew atten- 
tion to the short notice which was sometimes given to members of the Health 
Committee. Finally be and the President both agreed that the Health Com- 
mittee should give careful consideration to my proposal in fixing the dates of 
future meetings. As the present Health Conunittee has only one year to run, ^ 
and as there might be difficulty in making changes at once, I did not further ' 
press my request, but 1 had the impression that more attention will be paid 
in future to the points raised and in that belief, I let the matter drop. 

(h) A letter (Appendix X) received from the Western Branch of the Public 
Health Association, U. S. A. was placed before the meeting. General Gumming 
agreed to deal with the matter and to suggest a draft reply. 

(c) Draft agenda (Appendix XI) for the meeting of the Health Committee 

wMch had been fixed for 30th June, 1938, was placed before the Committee. 
-The question of whether the meeting should he postponed till October was 
discussed, especially as few of the items were urgent, but eventaually it was 
decided to leave the date as previously arranged, mainly because the present 
meeting in Paris had been arranged hurriedly and many of the mtunbers had 
been unable to attend. f 

(d) The Report of the Advisory Committee on Radiotherapy of Uterine 
Cancer (Appendix XII) is attached. 
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II. 


Import M ilie Anaual Assembly ol the Generd Advisory Health Council held 
in Paris on 19th and 20th Mayj 1938. 

1. Tlie President (Dr. Jitta) opened the meeting by extending a welcome 
to the delegates, and especially to Professor Schultz (Poland), Professor 
Baltcanu (Roumania). Dr. Roue Saud and Dr. Strode (Rockefeller Foundation). 
Professors Sergent and Bigwood were also' given a wjirm welcome. 

2. Professor Parisot, Cliaitman of the Health Committee of the Lcaguo 
of NaUonSs gave a long expose of the items dealt with in “ The Report on the 
work of the Health Organisation between June 1937 and May 1938, and on its 
1938 Programme (C. H. 1323— Appendix III) He also made a reference to 
each of the items on tlio Agenda of the Assembly (Appendix II), and to liis 
letter of 30th March to Monihcrs of the Health Committee (Appendix I). Pro- 
fessor Parisot especially stressed the importance of the problems of the enteric 
fevers, of brucelloses and of tuberculosis among rural populations. 

3. Professor Sergent, President of the Malaria Commission, then spoke at 
length ontlHs recent general report of this Commission entitled “ the trealmcnt 
of malaria ”, It seems unnecessary to make detailed inertlion of his statement 
as the report itself will no doubt receive carcfiil study by nialariologists all 
over the world. Sir Aldo CastcUani stressed the importance c»f largo doses 
of quinine in the treatment of malaria particularly in tropical countries onl, 
in his reply, Professor Sergent said he found himself in agreement with Caste- 
tcllani. Professor Baltcanu in a brief speech drew attention to the great 
expense involved in the mass treatment of rural populations with quininci 
n point of view with which I found myself in complete agreement. 

4. Professor Big^vood, Secretary of the Nutrition Commission of the Lcaguo 
of Nations, thenaddr^sed the meeting on recent work done by tlic Commission. 
No paper on this subject was circulated, but here again the next report of the 
Commission will mthout doubt be the subject of close .study, bolli in Europe 
and the Far East, and it is unnecessary ab^tho moment to say more than that 
Professor Bigwood gave a most interesting ro\dew of nutrition work being 
carried out all over the world and gave the impression that ho was a complete 
master of this subject. 


6. Dr. Eajehman followed by presenting the Java Rural Hygiene Confo- 
rcnco Report to the Council and gave a masterly review of the different chapters 
of the report. 'WTiilst I found myself in ngrermont ivith most of Dr. Rnjclinian’s 
remarks, it seemed to me desirable to give to the Council more detailed infoiina 
tion of the been, and is being, done in India particularly in 

connection with Rublie Health Organisations, Nutrition and Malaria in order 
to remove <my impression there might luve been that the Java Conference 
was the aotmtyin those re.spects. At the mornina 

session of 20th May, I, therefom, gave a fiWy detailed review of Indian work 
and, among other things, mention^ the inauguration by His E.\ccllencv the 
'Viceroy of the Centeal Advisoiy Board {f Health, the long continued worl- 
on Nutrition which had been earned ouHy the Indian Rcslrch Fund Ass^ 
ciation, the valuable research and other fork done bv the lilntorln q ^ i- 
ladm and tta ne^ int«o» bring taken | 'rro.°f 
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made by Her Excellciicj- Lady Linlithgow for funds for the foundation of 
an All-India Association for the Prevention of Tuberculosis. I also took the 
opportunity to thank the Dutch East Indies Government and their Public 
Health Officers for their generous hospitality and their cfficienc}' in makins the 
arrangements for the Confer.-nce in Bandoeng, which on all' hands was ad- 
mittcfl to be great success. In regard to the proposal made in the Conferonca 
Report thni, every country should form a National Nutrition Committee, I 
informed the Council that India had had for 3 yciins past a Nutritional Advisory 
Committee of tlio I. R. F. A. which in my opinion .served all the purposes of *a 
National Conmuttec and that it was not propo.5cd to duplicate this Committee. 
The further proposal in the report which suggested liaison betn-cen those 
National Committees and the Health Organisation of the League received mv 
personal support, hut I added that the question had not yet been considered 
by the Governing Body of the T. R. F. A. and that therefore I could give no 
definite assurance meantime, although I did not anticipate any difference 
of opinion on the matter. 

The only criticism I made of the Conference was that the agenda was 
overloaded and Dr. Rajchman in a brief reply to my statement admitted tbe 
justice of this criticism. 

6. Dr. Borcic, tbe Health Organmtion’s representoti^'e in Cliina, was 
present at tbe Council meeting and gave a very interesting review of the work 
done by the three Epidemic Units sent to Cluna to assist the Chinese Central 
Government. As a note on this subject (Appendix IV) was circulated, it is 
unnecessary for me to say more than that this activity* of the Health Organisa- 
tion has been of the greatest value, especially in the efforts to deal with the 
millions of refugees travelling west and south from the war ureas. The delegate 
for China expressed the deep gratitude of his Government for the assistance 
rendered and the Japanese delegate made mention of the fact tliat the Japanese 
medical service was doing all it could be prevent the development and spread 
of epidemic diseases in the occupied nrctis. 

7. Dr. Jitta in conclusion thanked Professor Pnrisot and the staff of the 
Health Organisation for their valuable assistance to the Council. 
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I. 


.LIST OF APPENDICES. 


Appendix *1. Agenda (C. H. 1329). 


♦11. List of members [C. H. 1259 (2)], 

♦III. Agenda of tbc Annual Assembly of the Genernl 
Advisory Council of the Health Coinmittoc, May 
18th-20th, 1938. 

*IV. Minutes of the Twenty-seventh Session of the Health 
Committee, February 7th-9th, 1938, (C. II./27th 
Scssion/Revised Minutes). 

♦V. Keport by the Secretary General on the results of the 
Preparatory Committee of the European Conference 
on Rural Life (C. IGl. 1938. II. B.) 

♦VI, Note on the field actintics of the three units sent to 
China in December 1937 under the scheme of anti- 
epidemic action adopted in pursuance of the League 
Technical Collaboration with China [C. H. 1333 (J)], 

♦VII. Budget for 1939. 


♦VIII. Explanatory comments on the budgetary tables 
for the various sub-heads of the Health Organisa- 
tion’s budget for 1938 (C, H. 1332). 

♦IX. Letter dated May 11th, 1938, from Colonel A. J. H. 
Russell, C.B.B., K.H.S., I.M.S., Public Health 
Commissioner with the Government of India' 
regarding thcjroguency of the ordinary sessions 
of the Health Committee [C. H. 1.329 («)], 

♦X. Letter from Dr. J. W. McIntosh, Chairman of the 
Standing Conmuttec on International Problems 
the Western Branch of the American Public 
Health Assocution. 


XI. Draft Agenda of the Twenty-eighth Session of tho 
Health Commiltcc. 

*Xn. Report on the Meeting of the Advisory Committee 
on RadiothcMpy of Uterine Cancer. 


iZ 0®- «■ <i« o.ra„„, 
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II. 

LIST OF APP1SND1CI5S. 

*1. Note by the Director of the Health Seel ion, 

*11. Agenda of the Annual Assembly of the General 
Ad^sory Health Council. 

*111. Report on the work of the Heulih Organisation 
between June 1937 and May 1938 and on its 1938 
Progranuue (C. II. 1323). 

*1V. Note on the field activities of the three units sent to 
China in December 1937 under the scheme of anti- 
epidemic action adopted in pursuance of tho 
Ijcngue’s technical collaboration with China 
[C.H. 1333(1)]. 


Filed in tUc Uflico of tho Fublic lloallh Commi^'iiouur with tho GovorunioDt 



